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the outline of Canadian politics took a shape which it
has kept almost without change from that time.
Finally, in the same year, the Parliament in London,
by the repeal of Article 41 of the Act of Union, re-
established the French language on a basis of equality
with English.

Canada was now the mistress, with certain reserva-
tions of secondary importance at that time, of her
internal administration. The pressure of events caused
her, with little delay, to take the first step towards
emancipation in the economic field. Until 1850 the
Canadian economy had depended on the fur trade and
after that date on the exploitation of the forests. The
only market into which Canada might pour her agri-
cultural products, which consisted principally of wheat,
was Great Britain. But Great Britain had adopted
free trade between 1820 and 1850 and could do nothing
to alleviate the crisis in the colonial economy caused by
this change of policy. There were not lacking English-
speaking Canadians to advocate annexation to the
United States as the sole means of survival. The
majority, drawing inspiration from the ideas of Lord
Elgin, inclined rather towards a greater exchange of
goods between the two neighbours and Canada ob-
tained her autonomy in matters of tariff at the same
time as the repeal of the Navigation Acts struck off
the last legal shackles of the "colonial pact."

From 1820, and especially from 1830, thousands of
immigrants from Great Britain, Scotland and Ireland
had made their way into the two Canadas, the Mari-
time Provinces, and had even penetrated to the prairies
of the West. But the West, which had been the battle-
field in a long rivalry between fur traders, was still a